Community
“Action Month
Spotlight

Announcement

May 2022 kicks off the 5 8 year since the Community Action
Network was established to help individuals , families, and
communites i n Americads oWar Evar ReM
GLEAMNS Community Services Department celebrates
@Community Action Day O to promote awareness of the
Community Action Net work as well as resources from vendors
and community partners.

This special edition includes a lookback at how the GLEAMNS
Community Services Department carried out Community
Action Day last year during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic .
Also, see what has already been accomplished this year in
honor of Community Action Month 202 2.




May is National Community Action Month, dedicated tc
recognizing the impact of the national Community Actior
Network. GLEAMNS is one of 1,00@lus Community
Action Agencies across the country, working to he
incomeeligible individual and families. This gar, Mayor
Brandon Smith of Greenwoodhas once agaimproclaimed
May as National Community Action Month in recognition
of the hard work and dedication of GLEAMNS and al
Community Action Agencies.

See the full Mayoral Proclamation on next page

Greenwood Mayo r Brandon Smith (left) pictured with Zsaquez Flucker,
GLEAMNS Assistant Community Services Director (right) , during a
Greenwood City Council Meeting

On August 20, 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Economic Opportunity Act, which created vari
programs, including Community Action Agencies, as part of his War on Poverty. He knew then, as we know r
that the war against poverty must be worin the field, in every private home, in every public office, from the
courthouse to the White House

In 1965, SC Community Action Network was established to wage the war on poverty by promotingséficiency
for those of limited income, ensuring that Afesidents are able to live in dignity; by implementing innovative anc
costeffective programs to improve the lives and living conditions of the impoverished; and by providing support ¢
instruction for everyone in need of assistance.
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WHEREAS, Community Action puts a human face on poverty by advocating for limited-
income citizens without a voice, so that they may enter the middle class and reach for the
American dream, replacing their despair with opportunity; and

WHEREAS, Community Action serves 99% of America’'s counties in rural, suburban and
urban communities, connecting millions of children and families to approaches that help them
succeed; and

WHEREAS, GLEAMNS Human Resources Commission, Inc. is the Community Action Agency
in Greenwood County working to help communities in 15 counties, including Greenwood, Laurens,
Edgefield, Abbeville, McCormick, Newberry and Saluda by providing services and opportunities,
such as energy assistance, emergency rental and mortgage assistance, Head Start,
Weatherization, Workforce Development services and many others; and

WHEREAS, Community Action insists on community participation and involvement, ensuring
that all sectors of the community have a voice and will be heard; and

WHEREAS, Community Action changes people's lives, embodies the spirit of hope, improves
communities and makes America a better place to live.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Brandon Smith, Mayor of the City of Greenwood do hereby
proclaim May 2022 as: COMMUNITY ACTION MONTH In recognition of the hard work and
dedication of GLEAMNS Human Resources Commission, Inc. and all Community Action Agencies.
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Brandon Smith, Mayor
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Every year during the month of May, Community Action Agencies (CAAs) across the nation hold activities or events
promote awarerss abouthe impact of Community Action. Due tothe on-goingpandemic the GLEAMNS Conmunity
Services Departmentheld 0 Colessagt of Acti ond f or Cookay@ln202A. A&s inR0A, theo
odrive-throughd event took placeat the Brewer Community Complex in Greenwoo8taff handed out resource bags an
boxed lunchess people drove througim their vehicles.

This time, a fewvendors and partnersvere able to set upnd hand out resource materialsuch as Dominion Energgnd
Community Initiatives, and representatives from theSLEAMNS Workforce Departmentwere able to participateas an
exhibitor. Members of the Greenwood Police Departmesvenhelped with distributing information and directing drivers
toward the event. Towards the close of the evensfaff delivered lunch to local’endors and community partnersLucky
drivers had achance to win randondoor prizes, as the names tbfe winners were announcelly local radio station Rejoice
1090AMon a later date Around 120attendees drove througlthe GLEAMNS oContactlessDay of Actiondin 2021.

A Dominion Energy representative

Cars lined up as GLEAMNS staff speak with
speaking with customer .

drivers about Community Action Day.

Customer waving at the camera! Representatives from Community Initiatives . GLEAMNS staff assisting with
decorations.

oLookback continuedonnext page
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The month of May & National Community Action Month. South Carolin&overnor Henry McMaste has proclaimed
the month of May as South Carolina Community Action Month across the state. The SC Community Action and H
Start Network will celebraethe impact Community Action Agencies avein the lives of individuals, youh, and
families in their local communitiesThe Community Action Agencies offer a variety of services to the citizens of Sol
Carolina like: Head Start, LowIncome Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), Wéaerization Assistance,
Money Management, Healthcare, Housing, Job Traingpand Youth Leadership Development Programs ar
examples of programs hosted by the Community Action Networks to promote-seifficiency to families in need Soutt
Carolina 8from SC Association of Community Action Partnerships (SCACAP)

Seecopyof he Procl amat i cOffidconpaged he Governoro

GLEAMNS staff keeping tally of individuals GLEAMNS staff handing food items
per vehicle. to driver .

GLEAMNS staff handing resources to driver. City of Greenwood staff receiving lunch delivery . Attendees of all ages came
through!

oLookback continuedon page 7
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